
“It is all about service and 
pragmatic deliverables”

 few days after our election on A ththe 14  of November,2015 in 
Kaduna, I pledge thus to the 

members of the Association:
“My warmest appreciation to all 
members of the Association of 
Nigerian Authors(ANA) who made it 
to Kaduna for the 34th Annual 
International Convention. We thank 
God for again sparing us the anger of 
the roads and the sky as everyone who 
journeyed to Kaduna is back home 
safely. To others who monitored from 
afar with keen interest and prayers,my 
gratitude is no less heartfelt. On behalf 
of the newly elected members of the 
National Executive Council, i thank the 
ANA electorate for giving us the 
mandate to lead and be in the front line 
of the visioning process.I say on behalf 
of my team that leadership is a sacred 
trust and we will work to deliver on all 

that we pledged and more.Our 
leadership will give nothing but 
service.Our visions and actions will be 
premised on merit,productivity and 
tangibility of achievements. The time of 
polit icking has passed with its 
momentary euphoria and deflation. 
Now is the time to face the reality of 
bringing beautiful plans and statements 
on paper, computer screen or inside 
the whirling brain to fruition. We are 
experienced enough not to be 
deluded that it is going to be a casual 
walk.It is a long walk, but with 
members who are ready to walk the 
talk by our side all the time, we will get 
the Association to the next expected 
level and possibly to unexpected 
heights. Presenting ourselves to the 
house for affirmation through the 
ballot is our solemn pledge. Now that 
that has been done, we will need the 

vigilance and participation of all 
towards a successful run. Thank you all 
for enduring. Keep imagining that 
beautiful Association and that fulfilled 
country. Stay blessed.”
Close to a year of being in the saddle, 
we have done our best to keep to our 
pledge. The road, as expected, has been 
rough, but we have remained resolute 
to serve and serve only and deliver in a 
very pragmatic way. We thank all those 
who have actively supported us in the 
last one year and even those who have 
he ld  us  up  to  deser v ing  and 
undeserving criticism. We have re-
exam ined  our se l ve s  and  our 
Association and have laid out paths to 
progress which we intend to follow in 
the course of our tenure. But we are at 
an historic point now where we have 
to  w i sh  the  members  o f  the  

thAssociation a happy 35  Anniversary!

Theme of 35th Convention:
Re-contextualizing African Literature for the African Renaissance: 

st
Emergent Trends, Realities and Strategies for the 21  Century 
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ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIAN AUTHORS(ANA) 
2015/2017  NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

th Meeting of National Executive Council and State 

5Chapters Chairpersons/Secretaries held on 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 at Ilorin. 20 chapter 

chairmen and all the members of the National Executive 

Council and two journalists were in attendance. Major 

highlights of the meeting was the presentation of cheques 

to 16 chapters whose proposals were scrutinized and 

approved for giving of grants to conduct the Yusuf Ali 

Literary awareness  campaign. Accepted that the Yusuf 

Ali's grant is a bequeathed legacy, we have restructured 

the programme on how it should be done nationwide for 

better performance and greater impact. . The process for 

accessing grants by chapters now requires the submission 

of proposals detailing the projects to be carried out 

across Nigeria. These proposals were scrutinized on their 

merits and strength of vision.  After the final assessments, 

16 chapters were selected and given the grant of One 

Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira (N150,000) to embark 

on their projects. The chapters are: Abia, Akwa Ibom, 

Bauchi,Bayelsa, Benue, Delta, Ebonyi, Edo,  Kwara, 

Kogi, Lagos, Nasarawa,Niger, Oyo, Plateau, 

Zamfara. A systemic way of ensuring proper monitoring 

of project execution and adequate reportage has been 

factored into the 2016 campaign.

th5  Meeting of NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WITH CHAIRMEN 

AND SECRETARIES OF CHAPTERS  
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At its inaugural National Executive Council meeting 
held on the 9th of January in Abuja, the following 
Council,Committees and Panel were constituted:

ANA National Advisory Council

Dr. Wale Okediran

Prof Jerry Agada

Prof Femi Osofisan

Prof Ifeoma May Nwoye

Senator Muhktari Abdulkareem

ANA Strategic Plan Development 
Committee

 Prof. Sunday Ododo - Chairman

Prof. Akachi Ezeigbo

Prof Anthony Alichie

Mr Eriata Oribhabor

Mall. Al Bishak

Dr  Ofonime Inyang - Secretary

ANA Land  Development Committee

 Dr. Wale Okediran  -  Chairman

Aminu Sheik Mohammed

 Barr. Ahmed Maiwada

 Camillus Ukah

 Barr, Isaac Ogezi -Legal Adviser/Secretary

ANA Literary Prizes Adjudication Panel

Prof Nelson Fashina-Prose

Dr Salihu Bappa-Drama

Dr Ismaila Bala-Poetry

Dr  Omoha Owojecho-Short Stories/literary 
criticism

Mrs Joan Orji-Children's Literature

ANA CONSTITUTES 
COMMITTEES, 

PANEL AND COUNCIL

ANA  National Executive Council  and members of 

the Bayelsa Chapter were in the forefront of battling 

to secure the freedom of Nenghi Josef Ilagha of ANA 

Bayelsa who was committed to prison in 

November,2015 ,in a fallout of a libel case against 

him instituted by His Royal Highness, Dr Edmond 

Maduebebe Dakoru, the Amanyanabo of Nembe 

Kingdom in Bayelsa State over a book he wrote. The 
thwriter  regained his freedom on the 29  of Aril,2016, 

thanks to the concerted efforts of ANA at the 

national and the local levels and that of numerous 

other well wishers

FIGHTING FOR A 
WRITER'S FREEDOM
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he Association was fully Trepresented at the post-

humous presentation of 

the book “OH Uhud: Thy Haunting 

Spirit” by its former President, Alh 

Abubakar Gimba in Minna on 25 

February,2016 and at  the 

p re sen t a t ion  o f  t he  book 

"Anatomy of Corruption in 

Niger ia "  by  Yusu f  A l i (SAN) 

foremost lawyer and ANA's long 

standing benefactor  which held 
thon  17  May,2016 in Abuja.

ANA Honours a former 
President and a Patron at 
their book presentations

Following remonstrations from well-meaning 
members of the Association on the need to find a 
lasting solution to the four-year old leadership 

crisis bedeviling the Association of Nigerian Authors 
(ANA) Niger State Chapter, the National Executive 
Council empanelled a team led by a former President of 
the Association and a member of the National Advisory 
Council, Dr Wale Okediran, Mallam Khalid Imam of ANA 
Kano and Mr. Friday John Abba of ANA Kaduna, to hold a 
reconciliatory meeting with members of the Chapter 
with a view to finding a way forward out of the lingering 
crisis.

The panel met with members of the chapter at the 
Abubakar Imam Library in Minna on the 4th of 
September, 2016 and the following terms were parts of 
the major decisions reached by all, inclusive of the parties 
t o  t h e  c r i s i s :
i) That ANA Niger members who have pending court 
cases are to withdraw such cases forthwith.
ii) That the current Chapter Executive Council is to be 
i m m e d i a t e l y  d i s s o l v e d .

iii) That a Caretaker Committee made up of some 
former Chapter Chairmen such as Aminu Sheikh, Al-
Mammun Mahmoud and Kamara Hamza is to be 
i m m e d i a t e l y  i n a u g u r a t e d .
iv) That the Caretaker Committee should oversee the 
affairs of the State Chapter for the next one year at the 
end of which an election should be conducted to usher 
in a new Executive.

ANA NIGER RECONCILES 
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t was a cardinal campaign promise of the present INational Executive Council that if elected into office, 
it would conduct a strategic planning exercise to 

reposition the Association's operations in line with its 
contemporary realities and needs. The exercise began 
with the appointment of some committed members into 
the Strategic plan development committee at the 
inaugural meeting of the National Executive Council in 
January,2016.The Committee set to work and eventually 

thdelivered a four day intensive workshop held from 7  -
th10  July at Kini Country Guest Inn,Akwanga ,Nasarawa 

State. The workshop, facilitated by Prof Emmanuel Samu 
Dandaura( a professor of participatory communication 
and performance aesthetics with the Nasarawa State 
University) and his team from Solutions Network 
Limited had in attendance 17 persons made up of 5 
members of the strategic planning committee,3 persons 
from  the National Executive Council,1 former president 
of ANA, 2 Chairmen of ANA States' chapters , 5 others 
representing some identified membership strata of the 
Association and 1 literary journalist. Prelude to the 
workshop, a structured questionnaire was sent to all 
ANA Chapters' chairmen, secretaries and a wide ranging 
randomly selected members of the Association, which 
they filled, duly returned and which informed the 
processes engaged in by the participants at the main 
workshop. The workshop was insightful, revealing and 
very successful. The report writing component of the 

strategic planning delivery process was held after the 
main workshop which w eventually led to a final strategic 
blueprint document to be presented to the Association 
for subsequent validation and implementation in the 
years to come.

ANA Holds Strategic 
Planning Workshop.

6 



he expansive premises of Logos International TSchools, Awomamma, Owerri, Imo State, 

played host to the first ANA National Teen 

Authorship Conference with the theme Mentoring 

Teen Authorship for National Development which 

held from the 27-30 September,2016 and attended by 

15 Chapters of the Association, namely: Imo, Abia, 

Gombe, Rivers, Enugu, Ebonyi, Zamfara, Oyo, Kogi, 

Plateau, Benue, Niger, ANAMBRA, Akwa-Ibom and 

Kwara. Resource persons at the Conference were 

Prof Sam Ukala, Prof Joy Eyisi, Mallam B.M Dzukogi 

and Nana Asiedu John Sarpong.

ANA HOSTS FIRST NATIONAL TEEN AUTHORSHIP 
CONFERENCE @ LOGOS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS, 

AWOMMAMA,OWERRI,IMO STATE.
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The Executive Council of the Association on 
rdJune,3 , 2016 flagged off the  audio-visual 

documentary project on the history, 
achievements and prospects of the Association to be 
produced by Box Office Studios Ltd headed by Daniel 
John Tukura(popularly known as Tee Jay Dan). The 
company was chosen after due diligence was 
conducted by the ANA's legal adviser at the head of a 
team given the task to review the contract documents. 
The Executive Council  also appointed Prof Dul 
Johnson of Bingham University, Nasarawa State as the 

consultant adviser to 
ANA on the project. The 
documentary is expected to be premiered at the 

t h
for thcoming 35  Anniversary Internat ional 

th
Convention of the Association coming up from 27  -

th30  October,2016. The documentary project which is 
seriously on-going and the Strategic Planning 

th th
workshop held which at Akwanga, from the 7  -10  July, 
2016 were funded from the dedicated  grant received 
from the Pan African Writers' Association(PAWA).

ANA Flags off Audio Visual 
Documentary Project
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The President of the Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) Mallam Denja Abdullahi, was at 
the Ghana Association of Writers(GAW) annual book festival which held at PAWA House, 

st
Accra Ghana on the 21   of September,2016,in furtherance of the building of a  bilateral 
relationship between ANA and GAW in the spirit of African literary brotherhood.

ANA @ GAWBOFEST
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Author's Groove @ the Nigeria 
International Book Fair 2016

The Association held a successful Authors' Groove 

event on May 13,2016 hosted in partnership with ANA 

Lagos with the theme Everyone Feeds on the Author 

but Who Feeds the Author? A National Discourse on 

the Dynamics of being an Author in Nigeria  at the 2016 

Nigerian International Book Fair which held at the 

University of Lagos. The event had as Keynote Speaker, a 

former president and a trustee of the Association, Prof 

Kole Omotoso, among other panelists and discussants 

in the book industry.
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Organising Committee for the ANA 35th Anniversary International Convention scheduled for 27- 30 
thOctober in Abuja was inaugurated on the 12  of August,2016 . Senator Shehu Sani, the Chief Host of the  

forthcoming convention was on hand to conduct the inauguration with Dr Wale Okediran and Prof May 

Nwoye, both members of the National Advisory Council of ANA, in attendance.

35th Anniversary International Convention of the Association of Nigerian Authors(ANA)

LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE LIST

1. Denja Abdullahi-Chairman

2.         Ofonime Inyang- General Administration

3.         Hasiya Mohammed- Finance & Accreditation

4.         Ikechi Owabie- Finance & Accreditation

5.         Yusuf Dingyadi- External Publicity.   

6.         Olatunbosun Taofeek- External Publicity

7.         Benjamin Ubiri- Ceremonials/ protocols/programming

8.   Mrs Chinyere Obi Obasi- Ceremonials/ Protocols/programming

9.          Uduakobong Kanico- Venues/ Accommodation/ Security

10. Edward Akobi- Venues/ accommodation/ Security

11. Teresa Ameh- Governmental Relations

12. Patrick Tagbo Oguiejiofor- Governmental Relations

13. Halima Usman- Governmental Relations/ Welfare

14. Joy Aikoroje- Transport & Logistics

15. Josephine Alabi  – Transport & Logistics

16. Jerry  Adesewo- Productions & Cultural Entertainment

17. Dauda Abubakar- Exhibition.

18. Salamatu  Sule-  Secretariat/ Coordination

Inauguration of the Organising Committee for the 
TH

35  Anniversary International Convention
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‘‘My mission to change 
ANA paying off ’’– Denja

INTERVIEW

Mallam Denja Abullahi is the President of the Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA). In this interview 
with IBRAHIM RAMALAN, of The Blueprint Newspaper, the ANA's president who is barely a year-old 
as the writers Sheriff, speaks on his journey so far, what he has achieved in relation to his campaign 
manifesto as well as what he hopes to be remembered for after serving in writer's umbrella.

he ANA's 35th convention is slated to hold Tin Abuja and history shows that holding 
conventions in Abuja usually ends in a 

mess. What then could you say are some of the 
modalities put in place against any eventuality so 
that when push comes to shove, you and your LOC 
would have something to fa l l  back on?

I will not agree with you that holding conventions in Abuja 
always end up in a fiasco. Abuja has played host to ANA 

Convention three times in the past. The first was in 1985 
hosted by the first poet laureate of Abuja himself, Late 
Major General Mamman Jiya Vatsa, who was then the 
Minister of the Federal Capital Territory. It was at that 
Convention that Vatsa bequeathed to ANA the land in 
Mpape, which is presently undergoing development. Sadly, 
some days after that Convention, Vatsa was picked up on 
the allegation that he was part of a coup plot against the 
IBB regime. Abuja played host to ANA Convention again in 
1997 where the late Alhaji Abubakar Gimba was elected 
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President. Abuja was on hand again 
to host the convention in 2011 and 
that was the convention that was a 
fiasco in terms of organization; but 
that same convention produced a 
new execut i ve  tha t  l ed  the 
Association strongly for four good 
years and put an end to some 
organizational impunity that the 
Association had been dragged into 
over the years. The Abuja 2011 
convention failed organizationally 
because there was no serious plan 
towards it, coupled with practically 
non-existent resources. It is a fact 
that doing a convention in Abuja is 
herculean cost-wise and in terms of 
logistics but this time around we 
began planning much more early and 
we are being very pragmatic , 
systemic and prudent. We have 
several back up plans already laid out 
which definitely will ensure we do 
not have a repeat of 2011. We have 
some resources already at hand and 
we are mobilizing for more so we 
can execute our plans. We will insist 
on  adherence  to  ru l e s  and 
procedures by members to ensure 
nothing prevents us from having a 
very memorable outing at our 35th 
Anniversary convention.

Very soon you will be one year 
in office as the President of 
ANA. What so far could you 
boast of as some of your 
a c h i e v e m e n t s ?
I announced at the point of contest 
that my tenure as ANA President will 
be all about service, which is what I 
and my team have been giving. I also 
promised that I will concentrate on 
pragmatic deliverables. So far, I have 
kept to my promise by building on 
what I met on the ground and 
introducing some innovations. My 
executive hit the ground running, as 
they say. I introduced strategic 
planning into the administrative 
thinking of the Association. Before I 
came on board, I knew it was time 
for the Association to re-examine 
itself and chart new paths for a 
thorough systemic overhaul. That 

cannot be achieved without a 
strategic plan. So we constituted a 
committee which in July delivered an 
all embracing strategic planning 
workshop that has led to the 
preparation of a strategic blueprint, 
which when presented at the 
for thcoming convent ion and 
subsequently implemented between 
2017 -2022 , w i l l  l e a d  t o  a n 
independent, virile, modern, dynamic 
and more impactful Association. 
Another innovation of my executive 
is the audio visual documentary 
project which is on-going and will be 
completed for screening at the 
forthcoming convention. It is our 
modest effort to rescue the history 

and achievements of this Association 
from willful dismissal by those who 
do not know us too well and it will 
also assist us in staking our claim as a 
much focused Association anywhere 
and at anytime. We were also the 
first to put in place the ANA 
National Advisory Council to 
broaden the consultative base of the 
Association in the decision making 
process . Even some rout ine 
programmes we met on ground are 
being given new impetus and 
direction such as the ANA/Yususf Ali 
nationwide literary awareness 
campa ign , the  Nat iona l  Teen 
Authorsh ip  Scheme and the 
Nigerian Writers Series Project. We 
a re  a l s o  i n  t h e  p roce s s  o f 
accelerating the development of the 
ANA land in Mpape and we have 
reconst i tuted the  ANA land 
development committee to see to 
that. There are several steps and 
measures which we have taken 
silently which will surely put our 
Association in good light when they 
begin to manifest.

Considering the number of 
promises you put forward in 
your manifesto, how far have 
you gone into fulfilling them, 
and is there any promise that 
you think may not be feasible 
within the time frame of your 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?

My man i fe s to  en t i t l ed  “The 
Pragmatic Deliverables” has been 
adopted by the National Executive 
Council as its guiding document and 
I particularly refer to it constantly so 
as not  to suffer any misalignment  in 
achieving our avowed objectives. It 
may interest you to note that in the 9 
months or so of being in office I have 
fulfilled or nearly fulfilled 5 out of the 
14 promises made in that document. 
Some of the promises and objectives 
in that document are tied to one 
another and by the time you deal 
with 2 major problems or issues 
facing the Association you may have 
solved several other ones. It will be 

‘‘My mission to change ANA paying off ’’– Denja

I introduced 
strategic planning 

into the 
administrative 
thinking of the 

Association. Before I 
came on board, I 

knew it was time for 
the Association to 

re-examine itself and 
chart new paths for 
a thorough systemic 

overhaul. 

INTERVIEW
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highly immodest and impractical for 
my team to think we can solve every 
problem or achieve all what we set 
out to do within our given time, but 
we are going to give every single 
thing our best shot. Why we 
embarked on strategic planning is to 
make it easier for us to tackle issues 
with speed and precision and to 
assist those who will come after us 
to move on to new things.

Previous ANA Presidents spent 
most of their administrations 
fire-fighting skirmishes or 

settling disputes in various 
branches of the association and 
between varied writer interest 
g r o u p s .  T h u s  f a r ,  y o u r 
administration seems to be 
enjoying a relative equanimity 
and goodwill from the writers. 
How has that paved the way for 
you to function smoothly?

I keep repeating it that our mandate 
is a popular one given after a 
demonstrated commitment to the 
advancement of the Association for 
close to two decades. I have been 
part of the fire-fighting via settling 
and mediating in conflicts you talked 
about in various chapters of the 
Association in the past. I have even 
stood as a representative party to 
the Association's conflicts with 
other groups in the past. So I have a 
fair share of knowledge of what 
causes conflict in the Association 

and how to avoid them. I have simply 
deployed what I know to nip 
conflicts in the bud before they 
come up and I have also made my 
team to know that there will be no 
personalization when it comes to 
the collective interests of the group. 
One way of avoiding conflict is to 
give everyone his due and if conflict 
then arises, justice and fairness must 
be strictly adhered to without 
sacrificing the overriding collective 
and communal good. Yes, there have 
been skirmishes here and there 

which we have quashed before they 
are heard and a particular chapter as 
I speak is in court over internal 
matters that have been given all 
sorts of unimaginable extensions. In 
a few days to come we are going to 
empanel some members of our 
national advisory council to go there 
to mediate and resolve the conflict 
for good. My team is too busy to 
dissipate scarce energy on conflict 
resolution and we will continue to 
do our best to maintain peace in an 
a t m o s p h e r e  o f  f r a t e r n a l 
cooperation.

Has ANA got a database of its 
members yet? If no, when are 
you planning to institute same? 
Because these days, attention 
must be made to the growing 
body of Nigerian writers and 
writings outside Nigeria and I 
think that is the only formal way 

o f  o r g a n i z i n g  w r i t e r s ' 
representation within and 
o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y .
We do not have a database and it has 
always been a major problem to us in 
determining who is actually a 
member of the Association or not or 
who is financially up to date or not. 
The lack of this database is even 
more not i ceab le  dur ing  the 
Association's elections as all sorts of 
unqualified persons try to smuggle 
themselves into the procedures. The 
Association has always relied on the 

vigilance and tenacity of bonafide 
and concerned members to stem 
this regular attempt at subversion by 
non-members and “unqualified 
members” so to speak. My team has 
realized we cannot continue with 
t h i s  s t o n e  a g e  m e t h o d  o f 
administering our affairs in this 
digital age and that is why we are 
presently far gone with an ICT 
solution company in building a digital 
database for the Association. We 
have in April this year given all our 
chapters forms to distribute to 
members to capture all  their 
essential information which will then 
be inputted into a digital database. 
The d ig i ta l  database wi l l  be 
presented to members at the AGM 
during the forthcoming convention 
and from 2017, the database will be 
fully operational and will be tied to 
all the major activities of the 
Association such as  collection of 
membership dues, determining 

‘‘My mission to change ANA paying off ’’– DenjaINTERVIEW

The digital database will be 
presented to members at 

the AGM during the 
forthcoming convention 

and from 2017, the 
database will be fully 

operational and will be tied 
to all the major activities of 

the Association
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electoral register at elective 
conven t i on s , mon i to r i n g  o f 
members, planning for all projects 
and programmes, etc.

Tell us about your own writing. 
You are a winner of 2015 
SONTA Master Playwright 
Prize. Is your writing being 
affected in any positive way by 
your involvements in cultural 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?
What I do as a  creative writer is an 
open knowledge. I write mainly 
poetry and plays and I can tell you 
that culture is one huge resource for 
creativity anywhere. Writing itself is 
often a cultural activity, so my being 
in cultural administration has 
undoubtedly rubbed off positively on 
my writings.

As the President of ANA and a 
serving director in one of the 
government agencies, how is it like 
running the two offices at the same 
t i m e ?

I can tell you it has been very hectic 
but people have also been saying that 
I do indeed have a lot of energy. I 
must say it goes beyond just mere 
energy. Commitment, dedication, 
thinking, perception and ability to 
re late one th ing to another 
positively and sincerely are needed 
to drive energy towards wholesome 
goals. My work in government is in 
the creative sphere. What I do in 
government is beyond pushing of 
files and eternally waiting for some 
enabling environment to be created 
by someone somewhere. I create in 
government as I create in ANA as a 
writer and that has helped me in 
doing both jobs without any 
suffering.

What would you like to achieve 
and be remembered for as 
President of ANA, and what 
have been the main difficulties 
you  are  encounter ing  in 
pursuance of these objectives?

I will like to be remembered as the 
ANA President who laid the 
foundation for the modern internal 
governance of the Association. I will 
also love to be remembered as the 
President who moved ANA into 
financial independence by building 
for it enduring structures and 
institutionalizing some of its values. 
The adhoc, loose and non-committal 
nature of the administration of 
affairs of the Association is one 
difficulty that can defeat every good 
plan a leader in the Association may 
have but we are fighting it through 
creative thinking and action.

Finally, have you any final 
Presidential word for the 
country's writers, young and 
old, new and established?
We need more  of inter-generational 
inspiration and cooperation to break 
new grounds and birth new dreams 
all for the good of our community 
and country.

‘‘My mission to change ANA paying off ’’– DenjaINTERVIEW

15



NEW EXCOS 
FROM CHAPTERS

AKWA IBOM

CHAIRMAN: Hon. Udoibana Esu
VICE CHAIRMAN: Pastor Anie�e Ukpe
SECRETARY: Mr Akan Essien
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Mr Sammy Brown
TREASURER: Barr. Ebony Okon
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr David Udo
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER: Mr Sunday 
Umanah
AUDITOR: Mr Nse Isong
LEGAL ADVISER: Barr. Edieke Jumbo
EX-OFFICIO (2): Dr Joseph Ushie
                             Dr Emmanuel Akpanobong

BENUE
Mr. Chalres Iornumbe ( Chairman.):
 Paul Ugah (Vice-Chairman),
 Aondofa Paul Pever (Secretary), 
Doobee Targba (Assistant Secretary), 
Victoria Aduma (Treasurer), 
Mrs. Dorathy Ganyam (Financial Secretary),
 Alex Hembaor (Welfare Director),
 Aondoso Labe (Publicity  Secretary), 
Barr. Maik Assoh (Legal Adviser), 
 and Sueddie  Vershima Agema (Ex-officio 
member) 

ABUJA
Mr. Benjamin Ubiri- Chairman .
Dr. Uche Akunebu (Vice-Chairman), 
John O. Ondoma-Freeman (Secretary), 
Mar�n Ezimano (Legal Adviser), 
Onah Friday Akobi (Financial Secretary),
 Patralyn E-Phil (Treasurer), 
Lois Otse Adams (Publicity Secretary) 
 Salamatu Sule (Ex-officio).

NASARAWA
Mr. Mukhtar Wakeel(Chairman): 
Joseph Moses (Vice-Chairman),
 Ben Terhile Torlafia (Secretary), 
Abdulhameed Abdullah (Assistant 
Secretary),
 Isa Nuhu Murtala (Internal Auditor), 
Mohamed Danmusa (Publicity Secretary), 
Mrs. A'isah Umar (Treasurer), 
Abdullahi H. Shams Shama (Legal Adviser),
 Sumaila Isah Umaisha (Ex-officio) 
Mrs. Mercy Envorh (Ex-officio).

KADUNA
Chairman: Dr. Greg UMEH
V. Chairman: Rabiu Isah
Secretary: Jude Souza
Publicity Secretary/Editor: AWAL Ahmed
Financial Secretary: Gloria Clement
Legal Adviser: Al'ameen Abubakar
Ex-officio: Usho Smith Adawa
                   Dr. Felix Gbenogba

RIVERS

Uzo  Nwamara- Chairman

Ekae�e George-Vice Chairman

Humphrey  Ogu- Secretary

Uchendu Synchro-Asst Secretary

Dr Rita Inoma-Abbey-Treasurer
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SHORTLISTS OF ANA 
LITERARY PRIZES 2016

ANA PROSE  FICTION PRIZE

1. Avenger of Blood        -  Franklin Finecountry                            

2.    On the Bank of the River -   Ifeoluwapo Adeniyi -                           

3.  Prodigals in Paradise -   Henry Akubuiro

4.  Odufa: A Lovers' Tale  -  Othuke Ominiabohs -

ANA DRAMA PRIZE

1. Kosoko King of Eko  -  Fela Omoyele

2. Sacking the Porter -  Olatunde Bolaji

3. Fated Rift               -  R.C. Ofodile

ANA POETRY PRIZE

1. Thunder Protocol             -   Obari Gomba

2. Kontradiction                   - Saddiq Dzukogi

3. The Birth of Illusion        - Jumoke Verissimo

ANA/ ABUBAKAR GIMBA PRIZE FOR SHORT STORIES

1. River People and Other Stories  -  Peter Ukwa

2. Midnight Cry                                   - Paul Ugah

3. From Sin to Splendour                 - R. C. Ofodile

The ANA / Ngozi Chuma Udeh Prize  for Children's Literature

1. The Quest for the Gem of Arubia -  Augusta Mmakamba Okon

2. Sunny and the Arodan           - Ozimede Sunny Ekhaalume

3. Water-Carrier Millionaire          -          Philip Begho.

ANA/ MAZARRIYA TEEN AUTHOR POETRY PRIZE

 Not Awarded(reasons to be given later)

ANA/NECO TEEN AUTHOR PROSE PRIZE

Not Awarded(reasons to be given later)

ANA/MARIA AJIMA PRIZE FOR LITERARY CRITICISM

1. “The Film Script, Nollywood and Cultural Diplomacy: Criticism of Artist's 

 Knowledge of the Film Story.” by Nwagbo Pat Obi (for Honorable Mention only) 

ANA PANEL OF JUDGES

1. Prof Nelson Fashina   - University of Ibadan

2. Mallam Salihu Mohammed Bappa-  Ahmadu Bello University Zaria

3. Ismaila Bala Garba   -   Bayero University,Kano

4. Dr Owojecho Omoha   -  University of Abuja

5. Mrs Joan Oji    -  Educational Resource Centre, Abuja
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ANA  and the literary community worldwide was  
th

bereaved with the passage to eternity on the 29  
June,2016 of one of Nigeria's foremost writers of the first 
generation and a staunch member of the Association, 
Capt Elechi Amadi. The National Executive Council of 
the Association called on its constituent chapters across 
the Federation to organise befitting literary events in their 
domains in honour of one of Africa's great storyteller. The 
Association will be involved as appropriate in giving the 
departed writer and humanist a heroic burial as to be 
arranged by the family and the Rivers State Government

CAPTAIN 

ELECHI
AMADI
PASSES ON

ANA'S FORMER 
PRESIDENT, 
PROF FEMI 
OSOFISAN AND 
MEMBER NATIONAL 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

THMARKS 70   BIRTHDAY 
ANNIVERSARY

ANA was at hand to celebrate with its 

former President and member of its 

National Advisory Council, Prof Femi 
thOsofisan, who 70  birthday anniversary 

was recently marked with a week-long 

literary and scholarly activities at the 

University of Ibadan..
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Excellence is one virtue ANA-Abia and humanity 
at large hold dearly. Little wonder ANA-Abia 
upholds it jealously. It was not all about poetry, 

drama and prose. It was not all about literary 
criticism. It was not all about the usual monthly 
reading or about ANA dues and members' lukewarm 
attitude to the association's activities or about Teen 
Authorship Scheme. It was all about excellence!

 It was a day buying and 
selling went on a brief 
r e c e s s  a n d  a  d ay 
i n d u s t r y  we n t  o n 
holiday as all roads led 
to the exotic Binez 
Hotel, Aba. Aba, the 
Enyimba city (city of 
elephants) witnessed 
s o m e t h i n g 
extraordinary as all 
lovers of l iterature 
c ame  to ge t he r  t o 
celebrate themselves as 
well as one another. To 
say that the hotel was 
shut  for  ANA was 
stating the obvious.

T h e  1 2 0 - c a p a c i t y 
auditorium was filled 
with more than double 
the number e i ther 
standing or hav ing 
nowhere to stand. Yet, 
the ecstasy and beauty 
of the evening gave the 
standing dignitaries no 
room for complaints. 
Beautifully decorated in 
ANA colours of green 
and white, it was as if 
the venue was for a 
state function.

It was a meeting of great minds as lecturers met their 
long-lost students; students met their long-forgotten 
'wicked' lecturers; and friends met friends and 
enemies alike. From the east to the west and from 
the north to the south, the world gathered for ANA-
Abia. Overwhelmed by the gorgeously dressed and 
intimidating crowd, a guest at the hotel and 
commissioner in Abia State who found it difficult 
making his way into the hotel asked who the people 
were. When told, he exclaimed, 'Association of 
Nigerian what?' 'Authors, of course', a member 

exclaimed!
It was a roll call of who's who when the guests were 
introduced. From Professors Nwahunanya to Aliche, 
from Dr Ushie to Drs. Akpuda, Nweke, Ohuocha and 
Igbokwe. From Rev Fr. Obinna Umekwe to other 
ordained men of God. From Chief Magistrate Grace 
Ukeje to other legal luminaries such as Sir TAN 

Nwamara. The media 
was not left out as the 
popular BoniOnogwu 
and Ann Oguegbe were 
on hand to grace the 
occasion and other 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t o o 
numerous mention. 
Nollywood stole the 
s h o w  a s  C h i e f 
ChinwetaluAgu, one of 
the caterpillars and 
b u l l d o z e r s  o f  t h e 
Nigerian film industry 
stepped into the venue.  
H e  w a s  l i t e r a l l y 
mobbed by the crowd 
as everybody present 
wanted to either take a 
photo shot with him or 
have handshakes with 
him. In his speech he 
p r a i s e d  A N A  a n d 
p l e d g e d  a  c l o s e r 
partnership between 
Nollywood and ANA. 
G u e s t s  w e r e 
e n t e r t a i n e d  b y 
n u m e r o u s  d a n c e 
groups from various 
schools.

Sir AlwellOnukaogu, a 
past Rector of Abia 
State Polytechnic, in 
whose honour the 

event was held, praised the organizers of the epoch-
making ceremony as he confessed to being 
overwhelmed by the tumultuous crowd and the 
caliber of men and women that graced the occasion 
even at short notices. He as well as others who knew 
not much about ANA did not believe that Aba could 
be brought to a standstill by ANA.

As for entertainment, it was a miracle how food 
meant for 120 people who feed over 400 people. 
Who says that members of ANA-Abia are not 
workers of miracle?

Abia Chapter
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our state chapters of the Association of FNigerian Authors (ANA)  converged in 
st

Abeokuta on  31  August for the maiden 
edition of the ANA South West Literary 
Jamboree, tagged SOWELIT Jamboree 2016. 
The activity  kick started at Osogbo, where the 
Osun Chapter contingent   boarded a train and 
were joined by their Oyo State counterparts 
from the Dugbe Railway State in and the 
Literary Train Ride terminated at the Abeokuta 
Station, where they were received by their host 
Chapter, Ogun ANA. The Lagos  ANA 
contingents  joined the three other Chapters 
for this extremely innovative Jamboree, the first 
of its kind in the annals of ANA history. The idea 
which was muted by Dr. Solomon Iguanre, the 
Oyo State Chairman was to create a mini 
bonding among writers of South West 
extractions and it was expected to  be rotated 
among the component states on an annual basis.

The event featured performance poetry, 
readings, drama skits, short story and cultural 
display, an excursion to Olumo Rock, the 
abandoned house of the late Afro music 
maestro, Fela  Anikulapo Kuti  rounded off  the 
two day event. The highlight of this wonderful 
event was the proposed chit chat with the 
Nobel Laurete Prof. Wole Soyinka at his Ijegba 
home. 

ANA South West Jamboree
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Preamble/Introduction
The report here is a cursory overview of the state of affairs 
of ANA Bauchi State Chapter and other issues regarding 
Yusu f  A l i  Grant  o f  which Bauch i  S tate  was  a 
beneficiary/recipient.
Objective
The report is presented to:

· Brief the national body of ANA on the state of 
affairs as regards Yusuf Ali Grant of which Bauchi 
State was a recipient.

· Brief the national body on the day – to – day 
running of literary activities/campaigns in the 
state.

· Brief the national body on the membership 
participation so far.

· Brief the national on the progress made in ANA 
Bauchi Chapter so far.

The ANAY usuf Ali Grant
In April, 2016, the ANA Bauchi Chapter under the 
chairmanship of Kabiru Abdullahi received the sum of One 
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira (N150,000.00) in Ilorin 
following the approval of its proposal for literary awareness 
campaign in the state (the literary awareness campaign 
focused on the establishment of a literary contest/short 
story writing contest for budding writers in post - 
secondary levels in Bauchi State). Posters, flyers, pamphlets 
were pasted and posted to ventilate the event and give it the 
necessary literary texture and condor.

In the end, only ten entries were received. The entries were 
sent to a PhD in English Language/Literary Studies in Bauchi 
State University, Itas Gadau for assessment and grading. 
Report of the PhD stated categorically that the 
stories/entries were deficient in literary taste, structure and 
form, not to talk of grammatical crimes, atrocities, sins and 
ignorance of literariness – in other words, the entries were 
literarily too good to be graded, not to talk of receiving 
prizes. 
The PhD recommended a workshop for budding writer in 
the state. The Yusuf Ali grant is, therefore, yet to be 
completely utilized.
Membership Form/Registration
There is a general lack of literary enthusiasm in Bauchi State. 
There is total absenteeism in monthly reading sessions in 
organized under the interim chairman. Though invitations 
for reading sessions are sent, days before the activities via 
SMS, the would-be members hardly show up. Only two 
young writers have obtained the forms so far.

t hDelegates  to  the  AN A 35  Ann iver sar y 

International Annual Convention 
thEffort is ongoing to mobilize delegates for the ANA 35 . 

Anniversary International Annual Convention. However, the 
current financial difficulties experienced by civil servants in 
the country, with many states unable to pay basic salary of 
workers, the turn up and participation in the convention will 
be poor. This is the more reason the chapter is unable to 

thhand in list of its delegates on or before 7  October, 2016.
Conclusion 
The above is, so far, a true representation of the state of 
affairs in ANA Bauchi State. Until there a state of emergency 
is declared on the death of literature in the state, the 
situation will remain the same.
Recommendation 
It is recommended that

· The national body of ANA host/organize a national 

event in Bauchi State to address lack of literary 

enthusiasm in the state.

· The national body of ANA pays courtesy call to 

stakeholders to sensitize youth on the value of 

literature to personal development, cultural 

growth and emotional/social balance.

Written by Mal. Kabiru Abdullahi

08039393445

Bauchi Chapter
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INTRODUCTION 
This year's Yusuf Ali/ANA Reading competition was 
specifically targeted at tertiary institutions. It is unique in that 
states were asked to make their own proposals for 
assessment by the National Executive.Bayelsa's proposal was 
successful; hence, we are just one of the 16 states that were 
given the grant for 2016. 
The essence of the Bayelsaproposal is simply for contestants 
to read Chinua Achebe's 1966 novel ''A Man of the 
People'' and to write a final chapter 14 beyond the 13 
chapters of the original book. Ten students from the tertiary 
institutions in Bayelsastate indicated interest and were given 
an Essay test, after which the best 5 were selected for the 
final phase of the competition.
A one-day seminar on creative writing was then organised to 
prepare the contest for the final phase. The finale of the 
competition was held on the 27th of August 2016 where the 
winner was announced. 

For ease of implementation, the competition was organised 
in phases.

PHASE 1 : CALL FOR ENTRY AND PRE-
COMPETITION PUBLICITY
Letters were written to the 4 tertiary institutions in 
BayelsaState, namely:
1. Federal University Otuoke
2. Niger Delta University, Amassoma
3. Federal Polytechnic Ekowe
4. College of Education, Sagbama.
Additionally, e-flyers were designed and placed online for 
publicity and to broaden the field of participants. To promote 
the event, some members of the association were on a live 
Radio programme to talk about the sponsor of the 
competition and the reason behind it. The chairman was also 
featured in the news in one of the major radio stations in the 
state. 

Pic 1:Flyiers for the compe��on and publicity campeign at Raypower 102.7 FM, Yenagoa.

PHASE II: ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION
 
A total of 30 forms were given out to intending participants, but 10 students showed up for the first 
phase of the competition, which was the Essay writing competition. The competition was conducted by 
the Association, and it held on the 9th of July 2016, at the Faculty of Law, Niger Delta University Ijaw.

PHASE III: CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOOP 
At the end of the Essay writing competition, the best 5 performing students were invited for a Creative 
Writing seminar to prepare them for the finale, which was for them to read Chinua Achebe's “A Man of 
the People” and to write a chapter 14 to the book. They had 10 days to do this. The seminar took place 

th
at the Prof. Steve Azaiki Public Library, Yenagoa on the 10  of August 2016. Mr. Ebinyo Ogbowei and Dr. 
Odingowei Kwokwo were resource persons at the seminar. 

Bayelsa Chapter
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 BAYELSA

Pic 2: Ten candidates who partook in the Essay writing competion 

GRAND FINALE: ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF WINNERS AND PRESENTATION 
OF PRIZES

The grand finale held on 27th 
August 2016 at the ANA 
Bayelsa Secretariat, Ijaw House 
Yenagoa where the winners 
were announced and prizes 
given to the winner of the 
competition. Mr. Darlington Eze 
Chibuzor, a  second year 
student of the Niger Delta 
Amassoma Bayelsa State was 
adjudged the winner of the 
competition and he went home 
with books, a smart phone and 
cash prize of N10,000. The 
other four contestants went 

home with consolation prizes of books and N5000.00 each. 

Pic 3: The candidates were aired on Rhythm 94.7 FM, Yenagoa to give their view on 
the opportunity opened to them and comment on the spirit of wri�ng in young people.

PHASE IV: THIRTEENTH CHAPTER 
FOR THE MAN OF THE PEOPLE
The candidates were given 10 days to read 
through the novel, write a thirteenth 
chapter not exceeding 1500 words. The 

th
submission date for entry was 24  August 
2016. 

PANEL OF JUDGES
The following persons served as members of the Panel of Judges for the 
competition: 
1. Emmanuel Frank-Opigo  Chairman
2. EbinyoOgbowei   Member
3. Dr. Helen Opigo   Member
4. Mrs. EbidenyefaNikade   member

FINANCIAL REPORT      N

1. Radio, Online and Print media publicity   – 105,000.00
st

2. 1 Prize Winner (One smart phone)  – 25,000.00

3. Cash Prizes     – 35,000.00

4. Transportation     – 40,000.00

5. Refreshment      – 35,000.00

6. Venues       –  20,000.00

7. Photograpy & other logistics     – 20,000.00

             TOTAL – 280,000.00

The chapter received the sum of N150,000.00 (One Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Naira) only as a grant from Yusuf Ali (SAN) through the National 
EXCO to execute the competition. 
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Upon receipt of the 2016 Yusuf Ali grant, 
ANA Benue immediately commenced 
advocacy visits to relevant stakeholders, 

with a view to garnering support and securing 
more funds to carry out the 2016 literary 
awareness and reading campaign, as charged by 
ANA President, Denja Abdullahi, during the annual 
chairmen and secretaries meeting in Illorin. One 
of such visits include a courtesy call on the 
governor of Benue state, Dr Samuel Ortom and 
another, on the commissioner of Education, 
Science and Technology, Professor Dennis Ityavyar. 
ANA Benue also paid similar courtesy calls on the 
director generals of NTA Network Centre, 
Makurdi, Mr Terkimbir Mayam; Harvest FM, 
Makurdi, Mr Akange Nyagba; and Radio Benue, 
Mrs Espi  Ushe Uba, among others . Al l 
stakeholders visited by ANA Benue decried the 
poor reading culture among the youths in the 

country and lauded the reading campaign project 
of the association, saying it is a timely intervention, 
while also pledging support for the success of the 
campaign. ANA Benue especially enjoyed 
e n o r m o u s  s u p p o r t — fi n a n c i a l  a n d 
otherwise—from the Benue state government, 
without which the success recorded during the 
campaign would have been impossible.

With the theme Towards Building a Nation of 
Readers: The Task Before the Benue Writer, ANA 

th
Benue flagged off its campaign on the 4  of August, 
2016, at the Akawe Torkula College of Advanced 
and Professional Studies (ATCAPS). The choice of 
ATCAPS as the venue of the flag off of the 
campaign was to honour the immediate passed 
Tor Tiv (IV), Alfred Akawe Torkula, who has the 
institution named after him and was a prolific 
writer while alive. The campaign was flagged off 

Benue Chapter
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under the chairmanship of Mrs Ngunan Adingi, 
member representing Buruku State constituency 
at the Benue state house of assembly Makurdi. 
Other dignitaries at the event included: Dr 
Samuel Ortom, represented by Bem Meladu Esq, 
acting secretary to the state government, as 
distinguished quest of honour; Denja Abdullahi, 
ANA President, as special guest of honour; Chief 
Sule Abenga as royal father of the day; Professor 
David Ker, paper presenter; Dr Tyotom Keghku, 
rector, ATCAPS, and Charles Iornumbe, ANA 
Benue Chairman, as chief hosts, among others. 
The award winning Benue theatre troupe 
entertained at the event, while readings were 
taken from members of ANA Benue and students 
of ATCAPS and a paper was presented by 
Professor David Ker, former vice chancellor of 
Benue State University. Later that same day, 
another reading was held at the residence of 
Professor David Ker. Those present at the reading 
included: Professor David Ker, Professor Jerry 
Agada, Dr Maria Ajima, Mrs Edebi Adoga, Denja 
Abdullahi, Charles Iornumbe, Maik Ortserga, 
Sueddie Agema, Regina Nege, Debbie Iorliam, 
Hope Enyi, Paul Ugah, Ene Odaba, Aondosoo Labe, 
Pever Aondofa, McConnel Mishin, to mention 
only a few.

thAfter the flag off on the 4  of August, in Makurdi, 
ANA Benue took the campaign to other parts of 
the state. Each of the three geo-political zones of 

th
the state were visited. On the 9  of August, ANA 
Benue campaign team was at College of 
Education, Lessel, in zone A, with well over three 
two hundred students in attendance. College of 

thEducation Oju in Zone C followed on the 17  of 
August, with at least eight hundred students in 
attendance. It was the turn of zone B when Gboko 
College of Education received the campaign team 

ndon the 22  of August. At least four hundred 
thstudents were in attendance. Two days later, 24  of 

August, ANA Benue campaign team returned to 
Zone A for the closing ceremony of the campaign. 
This time, the team was received at College of 
Education Kastina-Ala, where the George Akume 
hall was filled to capacity with well over one 
thousand two hundred students. At each of the 
schools visited, papers relevant to the theme of 

the campaign were presented, while members of 
ANA Benue and students of every institution 
visited presented their works after an interactive 
session. Also, a book club was inaugurated in each 
institution visited and books were donated to 
them.

Besides the reading campaign, ANA Benue 
embarked on a state-wide short story writing 
competition. Entries were received via email from 
students of institutions of higher learning across 

stthe state, for a period of one month—from 1  to 
th

30  August 2016.  The panel of judges which 
included, Regina Nege, Maik Ortserga, Sueddie 
Vershima Agema and Pever Aondofa, released a 
shortlist of four stories. The shortlisted stories 
included: Howling in the Hostel by Shalom David; 
Reality of a Dream by Bem Dooga; A Days Gloom by 
Ene Odaba; and When Frank Ajoko Becomes an Adult 
by Msonter Anzaa.

thOn the 17  of August 2016, Msonter Anzaa was 
declared winner of the short story writing 
competition. According to a statement received 
by the judges, Msonter's story, When Frank Ajoko 
Becomes an Adult, “is simple, unadorned, yet 
entertaining and skilfully rendered”. Msonter has 
since received the prize money of # 20,000, while 
consolation prizes have also been presented to 
Ene Odaba and Bem Dooga, first and second 
runner ups, respectively.

In a closing remark at the closing ceremony of the 
2016 ANA Benue/Yusuf Ali Literary Awareness 
and Reading Campaign in Kastina-Ala, the state 
chairman of ANA Benue, Charles Iornumbe, 
noted with satisfaction, how the literary 
awareness and reading campaign has impacted on 
the youths in Benue state positively and called for 
sustenance of the programme, whiling thanking 
Yusuf Ali Esq, for his magnanimity, and Dr Samuel 
Ortom, Professor Dennis Ityavyar, Denja 
Abdullahi and several others who have in one way 
or the other contributed to the success of the 
2016 ANA Benue/Yusuf Ali Literary awareness 
campaign.

BENUE CHAPTER
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NA KOGI has recorded quality attendance at its Amonthly reading sessions. It has also attracted 
quality membership base across the state. The 

Association secured the following as venues for 
reading/critique sessions as stated below: 
Rek iya  Ogbeha ' s  P l ace , GRA, Loko ja -Guest 
Writer/celebrity readings.
Amusement Park Lokoja secured for monthly meeting

END OFY EAR GET TOGETHER
ANA KOGI organized an end of year get together in 
December 2015 to strategize for the year 2016 and to 
bring the members together in a more relaxed 
atmosphere. The get together took place at the Fragrance 
Spice Restaurant, Rekiya Ogbeha's Place, GRA,Lokoja. 
Members were treated to sumptuous meal. The event 
featured poetry readings/performances, comedy and 
music entertainment by a guest artiste.

SPECIAL READING SESSION
The Association of Nigerian Authors, Kogi State Chapter 
held a Special Reading in honour of  former Vice-
Chancellor, Federal University, Lokoja, Professor 
Abdumumini Rafindadi. The event which had in 
attendance distinguished guests from within and outside 
Lokoja was used to honour the Vice-Chancellor as Patron 
of the Chapter and in recognition of his contributions 
towards the promotion of ANA activities in the state. 

ENDOWMENT OF LITERARY PRIZES
In the spirit of charity, the EXCO has collaborated with 
some members of ANA in the state to endow some 
literary prizes. This is to assist the association in 
sponsoring the ANA Kogi 2016 Secondary school 
Literary competition. The aim is to improve the culture of 
reading and writing among secondary school students in 
the state.

TEENS CLUB
ANA Kogi TEENS club has been inaugurated in Kogi State 
Polytechnic, Lokoja. It  has 50 active members. The 
members meet regularly to read their creative works. The 
association intends to visit more schools in the state to 
establish same.

INAUGURATION OF SUB-CHAPTER
A Sub-chapter of ANA Kogi has been inaugurated in Idah, 
the Eastern flank of the state by the chairman , Mrs Lola 
Gbogbo. The colourful ceremony which took place at the 

Federal Polytechnic, Idah was attended by the rector of 
the institution, Mr Akpata Matthew Itopa and the Deputy 
rector, Dr. Baba. The rector in his good will message 
promised to support the association.

COURTESY CALL 
As part of efforts to promote her activities in Kogi State 
some members of  ANA Kogi EXCO paid a courtesy call 
on the Vice-Chancellor of Kogi State University, Ayingba 
Prof . Mohammed Sanni Abdulkadir. In her opening 
address the chairman used the opportunity to intimate 
the Vice-Chancellor of ANA activities in the state. She 
also requested for his collaboration with the association. 
The Vice-Chancellor commended the EXCO and 
promised to support the association.  A major highlight of 
the occasion was the presentation of member's Creative 
works to the Vice- Chancellor.

ANA KOGI MAIDEN MAGAZINE
The maiden edition of ANA Kogi magazine has been 
officially presented to the public  at the NUJ hall, Lokoja. A 
patron of the association in the state, Mr Simbabi Ogbeha 
and other eminent guests unveiled the magazine during 
the finals of the ANA/YUSUF ALI Reading and Writing 
competition.

ANA/YUSUF ALI 2016 GRANT
In compliance with the directive of the national body of 
ANA and financial support from same, ANA Kogi held a 
highly successful   ANA/YUSUF ALI Reading and Writing 
competition 2016.  The finals of the competition took 

thplace at the NUJ hall on the 30  of August, 2016. James 
Eneojile Sunday from Kogi State University emerged the 
overall winner of the  competiton while Akwu Sunday 
from KSU and Yusuf  Shallom of kogi State Poly, Osara 

nd rdcame 2  and 3  respectively. 
      Akowe Yakubu Daniel however came first in category 

st nd rdB. Plagues and certificates were presented to 1  2  and 3  
place winners.  
    2016 has been an eventful year for ANA Kogi. More 
activities have been slated for the last quarter of the year 
October to December. They are; 1) Road walk in the state 
capital to create reading awareness and massive 
distribution of stickers.
2) Secondary school Literary Competition in November.
3) Teenage Writers Summit/Book fair and lastly,
4) End of year party in December.

ANA Kogi is indeed marching on triumphantly.

Kogi Chapter
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n her bid to foster creativity and literacy among Istudents in the State, the Kwara State chapter of 
the Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) under 

the chairmanship of Colonel Oladele Babajamu in 
2016 organised a writing workshop aimed at training 
participants in the process of producing creative and 
literary works. The major purpose of the event was to 
create a platform where budding writers can come 
together to receive training to help them publish their 
literary works.  The workshop which also afforded 
participants opportunity to seek for collaborations 
and other relevant assistance with published authors 
present at the event was held at selected secondary 
schools in Omupo and Sobi zones of the State. The 
writing workshop featured paper presentations by 
members of Kwara ANA. Mr. Damilare Atolagbe took 
the session on prose writing, while Mrs. Amina 
Babatunde and Mr. Mubarak Oladosu looked at Drama 
writing and Poetry respectively. Some of the topics 
that were taught included Reviews, Autobiographies, 
Memoirs, Literary analysis, Diction, Qualities of a 
writer and Differences among the three literary 
genres.
Another major activity carried out by the chapter was 
the 2016 ANA/ Yusuf Ali Literary Campaign. In line with 
the decision of the ANA Executive Council 
Conference held in Ilorin, the Kwara State capital, the 
campaign programme focused on tertiary institutions 
in the State. The one day event which held at the 
African People's Hall, Ilorin, on July 14th, 2016 hosted 
five tertiary institutions for the competition and some 
invited secondary schools as observers. 
The competition focused on book reviews and poetry. 
The resource persons for the Book review and Poetry 
respectively were Mr. Awolaja Olajide, Script writer 
and publisher and Mr. Olanrewaju Sheriff, Writer and 
author.  The participants were drawn from tertiary 
institutions in Kwara State including the Department 
of English, University of Ilorin; Department of English, 
Al-Hikman University;  College of Arabic and Islamic 
Studies; Department of Mass Communication, Kwara 
State Polytechnic, and College of Education, Ilorin. The 
invited secondary schools included Queen Elizabeth 
School, Ilorin;  Al Min College, Ilorin; Model College, 
Adewole; University of Ilorin Secondary School; and 
Boltem Secondary school, Ilorin. 
Also present on the occasion were the representative 
of the Kwara State Commissioner for Education and 

Human Capital Development; the Chief librarian of the 
National Library, Ilorin; the media; publishers; script 
writers; lecturers and teachers. Awards were given to 
all participating schools and prizes were presented to 
all the first, second and third runners-up in the 
competition. 
Other activities undertaken by the chapter included 
the book launch of a Kwaraana member, Mr. Ahmad 
Saliu, in February 2016 and the foundation laying 
ceremony of the knowledge Platform Library 
belonging to a Patron of Kwara ANA, Alhaji Mustapha 
Akanbi. The Kwara State chapter of ANA meets at the 
Knowledge platform for regular monthly readings on 
the first Sunday of every month.
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e give glory to our Creator for the year 2016, Wfor His power and mercy over our lives and 
all the activities carried out this year. It has 

been a fruitful year for us in Niger State, for in spite of 
constraints here and there we commenced it on a good 
footing by organising the first ANA Niger- A NIGHT OF 
LITERARY ENCHANTMENT on 9th January, 2016 and 
was well attended by government officials, such as Chief 
of Staff of Niger State, Hon. Mika'il Al-Amin Bmitosahi, 
Hon. Commissioner of Education, Hajiya Fatima Madugu, 
Chief Whip of Niger State House of Assembly, Chief Press 
Secretary to the Governor, Directors National and State 
Libraries and other dignitaries in the state.
“A Night of Literary Enchantment” is about celebrating 
literary art and creative writers in the state. We all know 
creativity is about a writer and his vision which is peculiar 
to him or her. It is also about commemorating writers' 
originality and their might and admitting the grandeur of 
the Almighty Creator who is the initiator and giver of 
inspiration to us writers.     
This is why ANA Niger used this forum to bring the 
people of Niger State together, so as to charm them with 
ground-breaking ideas that when embraced can bring 
about meaningful development. This is because when a 
people are clothed with the freshness of an imagined 
world which they perceive they could have as their own, 
there ultimately is a rebirth of an innovative and 
egalitarian society which we yearn for as citizens in a 
global literary world.
As Africans we are not oblivious of the inequaty that 
exists between the western developed countries and 
African countries which are the developing ones owing to 
deprivations and poverty. The contrast between the 
developed world is better imagined than experienced. 
Apart from snatching our wealth, the developed 
countries have snatched our cultural values so that a 
majority of us are living and writing their cultures. To this 
end, ANA Niger has created a programme that will help 
our young ones wage war against inequality in and 
outside Africa, creating an enabling environment for 
investment and intellectual capital development, 
empowerment, employment opportunities, stable 
economy—in short, issues bordering on good 
governance for a progressive and egalitarian state.
Also, the age-old ASCAFS brings together students of 
secondary institutions for an annual creative fanfare and 
intellectual fair. This platform provides students with the 
opportunities to display their talents in creative writing, 
drama presentation, quiz, painting, song rendition, cultural 

display, craft and photography. Besides engendering a 
platform to showcase their talents, the programme 
exposes the students to indigenous creative writings that 
focus on topical issues. These have indigenous as well as 
multicultural relevance in a world tainted with conflict. 
More prospective than the Book fair in Cape Town South 
Africa, ASCAFS through this exposure, creates in us the 
expectation that the child in Niger State in the nearest 
future may keep, protect, and project our beauty, self 
respect, image, culture and identity.
In the area of helping writers in our midst achieve 
excellence or run away from flaws, ANA Niger in 2016 
has organized three Literary Spells. As a mind refresher, it is 
known that Literary Spell consists in a writer submitting 
his manuscript for criticism and cross fertilization of ideas 
so as to put the book on a better pedestal. There is 
refreshment and entertainment and perhaps the acting of 
the work. 
In grooming young writers' clubs to be fitting to join ANA 
and other established literary fora in the future, ANA 
Niger helped Fati-Lami School of Legal and General 
Studies Creative Writing Club organise and present a 
Writers Spell and a manuscript launching to raise money 
for publication. Among other dignitaries, it was attended 
by Permanent Secretary Arts and Culture, Niger State.
Miscellaneous matters consisted in helping publish such 
works as Undesirable Burden by Danladi Mamman, Conflict 
of the Oracle by Emeka Okonkwo, and Visionary Voices by 
Simon Luka Karau, the recent and celebrated books in 
Minna. Under our TeenAuthorship Scheme, we helped 
Asiya Rabi'u (Abo The Wicked Girl) and Maimuna Shehu 
(The Most Successful Election in Nigeria) put up their books 
and launch. Our young author, Maimuna Rabi, wrote a 
political science book in which she appraised the 2014 
General Elections and a peaceful handover by President 
Jonathan to President Buhari and she was highly 
acclaimed by the dignitaries who graced the occasion, 
going to the glory of ANA. In fact, 2016 has been a year of 
Harvest of Wonders as we themed it. 
To spice it all, the ANA/Yusuf Ali Reading Campaign which is 
slated for 30th September is billed to attract a 
constellation of writers and youths and schemed to test 
the various programmes undertaken by the Branch. We 
thank the National President and his active EXCO for the 
co-operation and spurring us to do a lot.
      
         Mrs Farida Mohammed.
         ANA Niger Chairman.
          2016.
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In line with the ANA/YUSUF ALI Literary Campaign 

programme to promote reading culture amongst the 

youths in the country, the Association of Nigerian 

Authors, Oyo State Chapter, organised an essay 

competition for secondary schools in Ibadan at 

Educare Trust Youth Development Centre, 

Aerodrome GRA, Samonda, Ibadan on Saturday, 25th 

June, 2016.

The selected students for the exercise were drawn 

from both the public and private colleges namely: 

 1. Ajibode Grammar School, Ajibode, Ibadan

2. Our Lady of Apostles Grammar School, Odo-Ona, 

Ibadan

3. Ojoo High School, Ojoo, Ibadan

4. Abadina Grammar School, Ibadan

5. St. Patrick Grammar School, Basorun, Ibadan

6. Humani Alaga Grammar School, Basorun Ibadan

7.The Smart School, Ido, Ibadan

8. Methodist Grammar School, Bodija, Ibadan

9. Maverick College, Ibadan

10. Fontanna High School, Ibadan

11. Yejide Girls Grammar School, Molete, Ibadan

12. All Souls' High School, Bodija, Ibadan

13. Polytechnic High School, Ibadan

14. Achievers' College, Bodija Ibadan 

15. Bodija International College, Ibadan

16. Sango High School, Sango, Ibadan

17. Agbowo Community Grammar School, Bodija 

Market, Ibadan

18. Isabatudeen Girls' Grammar School, Basorun, 

Ibadan

19. Anwal Islam Grammar School, Eleyele, Ibadan

20. Oba Akinbiyi High School, Mokola, Ibadan

Under the arrangement, the selected schools were 

invited to prepare their students (three students 

from each school)  for the essay titled, “Reading 

Culture Among The Youths: Prospects and 

Challenges” . The competing students wrote the 

essay at the venue of the competition and marks 

would be awarded to each student based on his/her 

performance.

All the public schools invited for the competition 

were unable to participate as a result of strike action 

embarked upon by the Oyo State Chapter of Nigeria 

Labour Congress (NLC) and Trade Union Congress 

(TUC). 

Solomon Iguanre, the Chairman, ANA Oyo while 

welcoming the participating students said they 

should count themselves as being privileged. He 

therefore challenged them to be more serious in 

their studies adding that, 'to whom much is given, 

much is expected'. 

In all, three students from the following schools: 

Fontanna High School, Bodija, Ibadan; The Smart 

School, Ido and All Souls', Bodija, Ibadan performed 

excellently in the competition conducted under the 

eagle eye of Ebika Anthony, a former National Public 

Relation Officer(South) of the Association of 

Nigerian Authors. 

The following criteria determined their performance 

in the competition: introduction, mechanical 

accuracy, spellings, punctuations, tenses, conjunction, 

presentation of ideas, logical presentation, body and 

conclusion.

i. Miss Ogunsola Precious Jolaoluwa of The Smart 

School, Ibadan came first having scored 75 per cent. 

Her essay was laced with good presentation; good 

creative use of words; logical thoughts; and very 

good use of English. Ogunsola was later presented 

with the following: a cash award of ten thousand 

naira (N10, 000), and a plague.  

ii. Miss Ibukunoluwa Darasimi of All Souls' High 

School, Ibadan came second having scored 74 per 

cent. Her essay was enthused with good 

introduction; beautiful presentation; and fantastic use 

of English.  Ibukunoluwa was later presented with a 

cash award of seven thousand naira (N7, 000), and a 

plague. 
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iii. Miss Adewumi Ayodeji of Fontanna High School, 

Ibadan came third having scored 71 per cent. Her 

essay was spiced with beautiful introduction; very 

good presentation; and good use of English. Adewumi 

was presented with the following: a cash award of 

five thousand naira (N5, 000) and a plague. 

A consolation prize of three thousand naira only was 

given to as a student who came  fourth. Also, 

consolation prizes of one thousand naira each were 

given to other students in the category of fifth to 

ninth positions.

All the participating students (first, second and third 

positions inclusive) were presented with Certificate 

of Participation and a book titled, "5 Habits of 

Excellent Students" donated by Biola Layonu, the co-

ordinator of the event.

Also the panel of judges that awarded marks 

recommended that the essays of the first, second 

and third positions are suitable for publication in the 

national dailies. 

While awaiting their results, all the participating 

students were made to recite poems, sing songs, tell 

jokes etc. They were also conducted round the 

Exhibition Hall of Educare Trust Youth Development 

Centre by the Director of Educare Trust, Mr. 

Moshood Folorunso where they watched video on 

'Holiday School'. 

Funso Omotoso and Freeman Okosun, the vice-

chairman and secretary respectively of ANA Oyo 

also addressed the students on what it entails to be 

an author. Both of them said they write to live and 

live to write right from the time they graduated 

from the university. They enjoined the students to 

always cultivate the habit of reading and writing if 

they hope to become a successful author in the 

future.

The students were also entertained with snacks, 

beverages in the full glare of teaming crowd of ANA-

OYO members, friends and well-wishers. Dishes of 

amala and rice were served to everybody during the 

afternoon season where cash prizes and awards 

were presented to participating students.  

The event was graced by the Crème de la crème of 

the literary world including Professors Niyi 

Osundare, Remi Raji, Francis Egbokhare, Mathew 

Umukoro and wife; Prof. Bamidele, Prof. Nelson 

Fasina, Dr. Keye Abiona, Prince Caution Preboye 

(ANA-Oyo Patron) and his wife. In all, ninety-five 

persons graced the occasion.
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TITLE OF EXECUTED PROJECT: LIVING 
STORIES
LOCATION:  (1) University of Jos (American 
Corner) 
        
STATEMENT OF MOTIVATION:
Association of Nigerian Authors Jos, has been instrumental 
towards the development and sustenance of literary cum 
creative activities on the Plateau. From creating of readers 
clubs in secondary schools, providing platforms for the sale 
of creative abilities/products to addressing social issues and 
pressurizing government on the importance of education 
and the nurturing of creativity. So far we have been able to 
establish student chapters of ANA at the three tertiary 
institutions of learning mentioned below. 
NTA TELEVISION COLLEGE JOS, 
FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION PANKSHIN
UNNIVERSITY OF JOS

LIVING STORIES ROLE MODELS

1. Mr. DECIPHER JOSEPH LIMAN- founder 

JOSANGELES ENTERTAINMENT 

2. Mr. MATHEW MZEGA- Accountant/Lecturer/ 

Chairman of Association of Nigerian Authors Jos

3. MISS KASHAM KELTUMA- FILM MAKER and 

AUTHOR- 'Caucasian Ovtcharka.' 
 
L IV ING STORIES  i s 
aimed at a deep reflection 
on  the  ac t i v i t i e s  o f 
creative young people, 
t h e i r  c h a l l e n g e s , 
successes, weakness and 
strengths and how they 
can be better. Targeted at 
all stakeholders in the 
educat ional , l i terar y, 
a r t i s t i c  a n d 
communication industry, 
as  i t  re la tes  to  the 
everyday socio-cultural 
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e 
Niger i an  youth ; the 
events included book 
reading sessions, open 
Mic sessions, visitation to 
s c h o o l s  ( p l a c e s  o f 
learning), donation to 
book clubs and libraries, and an interaction/press session 
with key media players on the need for increased awareness 
on creative abilities and its economic significance towards 

better living conditions among 
people.
The submissions made at the 
close of the events has become 
part of a framework of activity 
which will guide the sector 
towards ensuring that key 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  A N A  a r e 
propagated and ach ieved 
through the unbridled support 
o f  m e d i a  p e r s o n s , 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o u t fi t s , 
educational institutions and 
government, which is but a 
reflection of the vision of the 
present National Executive and 
ANA National. 

VISION: 
To create, a conducive environment hinged on literary 
activities, for the promotion of creative industries towards 
the self sustainability of the Nigerian youth.   

MISSION: 
Through literary activities, to partner and practically engage 
educational institutions State-wide to trust, invest in 
and benefit from public education by  p r o d u c i n g 
lifelong learners who are responsible, productive and 
engaged citizens within the global community.   

ACHIEVED AIMS OF THE PROJECT (LIVING 
STORIES)

1. To invite and present physical role models in the 

artistic and literary world to undergraduates and 

school dropouts as a source of motivation towards 

creative enterprises and endeavors.

2. Collection of living stories (documentaries, novels, 

short stories, plays, poetry) from participating 

institutions about actual persons within the local 

environment who are outstanding in their creative 

ventures.

3. To identi fy exceptional submissions and 

recognize/award the institution and individual as 

well. 

4. Partnership consolidation with literary minded 

indiv iduals , educat ional  inst i tut ions and 

government.

5. Donation of creative materials (books) to 

participants.
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REPORTS FROM 
THE CHAPTERS: 

PLATEAU

The year 2016 was an eventful year for the 
Association of Nigerian Authors Jos. The 
chapter in the month of February flagged off 

events for the year with a book reading from Bose 
Tsevende's   (former chairlady) latest collection titled 
'PIECES OF PEACE' this was done in partnership 
with the READERS VOICE CAMPAIGN a literary 
outfit.

The journey of the JOS ESSAY WRITING 
COMPETITION began on the solid fact that 
today's young people are crucial for the shaping of 
our collective future as a nation; it becomes 
imperative that they are enabled to develop their 
full potentials. Knowing that the preparation for a 
better tomorrow starts today and the ideologies 
we build in them today will determine a lot of their 
expectation or anticipation of a great tomorrow. 

In lieu of the above ASSOCIATION OF 
NIGERIAN AUTHORS JOS, MAXIMINDS 
and  her partners decided to join hands and 
stimulate the great potentials in these young ones 
as they bring out their perspective and shape the 
Nigeria of their dream, through creative writing.
A total of thirty (30) secondary schools were 
invited to participate in the JOS ESSAY 
WRITING COMPETITION. A first of its kind, 
with the first place award being a laptop. Township 
secondary school Jos, came first place followed by 
Foundations Academy which came second place. 
The third place position went to Rochas 
Foundation.

 ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIAN AUTHORS 

JOS, was the highlight of the world poetry day 

celebration. The secretary of the association Mr. Onotu 

David Onimisi, was tagged poet of the month with 

interviews on Unity F.M and Ldorz Crafter Media. 

These publicities came on the heels of D.JOINT, a 

poetry cum musical forum which in partnership with 

studio 3:16 was organized to mark the world poetry 

day.  
IN THE MONTH of June, the ASSOCIATION OF 

N I G E R I A N 
AUTHORS Jos in 
par tnersh ip with 
G I R L  C H I L D 
E D U C AT I O N 
A N D 
DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE organized 
a workshop tagged 
'EMPOWERING 
THE CHILD.' This 
event attracted the 
a t tent ion o f  key 
media outfits both 
print and electronic 
who were present to 
capture the event 
l i v e . 
'EMPOWERING 
THE CHILD.' is a 
campaign aimed at 
attracting positive 
global attention 
towards the core 
i ssues  o f  un i ty, 
l i b e r a t i o n , 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
mentorship which 
m a k e  f o r 
p r o g r e s s i v e 
development in 
societies across 
Nigeria, sub-Sahara 
Africa and beyond. 
The establishment 
witnesses as well as 
f o s t e r s  a  r i c h 
variety of artistic 
e x p r e s s i o n s , 
e n g a g i n g  l i k e -
m i n d e d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
s c h o o l s  a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
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institutions with diverse socio-cultural and 
philosophical background across and beyond the 
African continent.
    

T H E  A S S O C I AT I O N  O F  N I G E R I A N 

AUTHORS JOS under the Yusuf Ali Literary 

Campaign Endowment visited a number of schools 
nd

amongst which was Foundations Academy (2  place 

winner at the Jos Essay Writing competition) on the 

event of the school's cultural day.

A SHELF OF BOOKS was donated to the 

association of Nigerian authors Jos by Ann Abts on the 

occasion of the READ A BOOK CAMPAIGN and 

visitation to schools. 

The Association of Nigerian Authors Jos has good 

cause to celebrate the year 2016 as one of her dearest 

patron, professor Kanchana Ugbabe was called to 

Harvard University in the United States. Despite 

obvious challenges confronting the association, Jos 

ANA has proved courageous and has continued to 

keep the motto 'nurturing creativity through 

literature' Alive and flying.' Even as she looks towards 

CAUCASIAN OVTCHARKA, an upcoming title from 

Kasham Keltuma, one of its newest members.  
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he Rivers State branch of the Association of TNigerian Authors (ANA) on Sunday, April 3, 2016 
elected a new Executive Council at an election 

conducted by the national Vice-President Camillus Ukah, 
who was assisted by the national Financial Secretary, 
Ikechi Owabie. 
Following a very keen contest in the election, which held 
at the ANA Rivers Secretariat, Uzo Nwamara clinched the 
chairmanship position, while Ekaete George and 
Humphrey Ogu were elected Vice Chairman and 
Secretary,respectively. 
Other EXCO members elected were: Linda Masi, 
Financial Secretary; Chitzi Ogbumgbada, Legal Adviser; 
Rita Inoma-Abbey, Treasurer; Chimankpa Ogbueri, Public 
Relations Officer and Synchro Uchendu, Assistant 
Secretary.
In his acceptance speech on behalf of the new Executive 
Council, Nwamara, promised to lift the association to 
greater heights, noting that the election ended 
successfully. “We have all won. We have to work as a team 
to lift the association to greater heights. Every member of 
the branch is expected to contribute to the success of this 
EXCO and the growth of the Association in the state,” he 
said.   
Earlier in his report, the outgoing Chairman, Obinna 
Nwodim, thanked members for the support given him 
during his two terms in office and called on members to 
extend the same goodwill to the incoming Executive 
Council.
In their separate speeches, Paul Baridi Nalley, Miesoinuma 
Minima, the Vice-President and Electoral Officer, Ukah 
charged the new executive council and all members to 
work for the goal of moving the association forward.

ANA Rivers,ElechiAmadi'sLast Supper
It was a merry Sunday afternoon. The date was May 22, 
2016. The place was Mbodo, Aluu.  Members of the Rivers 
State branch of the Association were at the country home 
of their patron and literary icon, Elechi Amadi, to pay him a 
condolence visit on the death of his first wife, who passed 
on last year and to introduce the newly-elected Executive 
Council to him. 
Drinks,biscuitsand water were served. Stories were also 
served. There were rounds and rounds of laughter. The 
Chairman, Uzo Nwamara, informed the host of the 
intention of the branch to return to his home for a literary 
evening in a couple of weeks' time. 
“I look forward to that,” Elechi Amadi enthused, with a 
wide grin on his face. He was hopeful that an evening of 
story-telling, poetry-reading and drama was imminent. 
PriyeIyalla-Amadi and the members of the Association 

were dead certain that they will reconvene in the home of 
their beloved patron in a matter of weeks.   At the end, 
there was a photograph session, before the final goodbye. 
On a day, the author of The Concubine, The Great Ponds and 
The Slave was billed to address students at the 2016 Book 
Reading organised by the Port Harcourt District of Total E 
&P,that same day, Wednesday, June 29, 2016, he drew his 
last breath.
That was how the goodbyes of Sunday, May 22, 2016 
became a final goodbye visit to Elechi Amadi.
In another development, ANA Rivers has lost one of its 
honorary members, Chief Ibioku Jackreece.  Until his 
demise, the late Chief Jackreece was a Director in the 
Rivers Secondary Schools Board. His remains have been 
laid to rest in his hometown Abonema, Saturday, May 14, 
2016.  

ANA Rivers Receives Rotary Award, Participates 
In Imo Convention
The services of the Rivers State branch of the Association 
of Nigerian Authors (ANA) to the human and its 
contribution to societal development got rewarded by 
Rotary Club of Port Harcourt on Sunday, August 21, 2016 
with an award of recognition. 
The award, which was in recognition of the Association's 
service to humanity, was presented to the Chairman at 
the award-giving ceremony. 
Meanwhile ANA Rivers was among the groups that 
participated in the 2016 edition of ANA-Imo 
Week/Convention, which held at Bilton Continental 
Hotel, Owerri on Saturday, August 27, 2016.

ANA Rivers Joins Okediran's Read Across Nigeria 
Campaign, Total Book Reading
 In line with its vision of promoting literary activities in the 
state, the Rivers State branch of the Association of 
Nigerian Authors (ANA) joined its counterparts around 
the country to feature in the Read Across   Nigeria 
Campaign organised by former President of ANA, Wale 
Okediran on April 14, 2016.

 The participation of the state branch of the Association 
was facilitated by a Fellow of the Ebedi International 
Writers Residency and current national Auditor of ANA, 
AnaeleIhuoma, who is also a member of ANA Rivers.   
In a related development, ANA Rivers also featured 
prominently the 2016 Book Reading organised by the 
Port Harcourt District of Total E &P on, Wednesday, June 
29, 2016, he drew his last breath.
Reports by Humphrey Ogu
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he new Exco of the state chapter has Trecorded the following progress from the 
inception into the office from October 

2015 to date:

1. Introduction of membership ID card 

2. Establishment of relationship with 

(i) Ministry of Science and Technical 

Education

(ii) Zamfara State Library Board 

(iii) Zamfara Radio 

(iv) Ministry of Information 

(v) Gamji T.V 

(vi) F.C.E (T) Gusau 

(vii) The State SSG
Through courtesy calls.

3. Courtesy call to Zamfara State Secretary to 

the Government Professor Muhammad 

Abdullahi shinkafi (walin Shinkafi) 

4. All executive members attended the 

Kaduna international convention of ANA 

(Nov.2015).

5. One of our members (Sen. Mukhtar 

Abdulkarim) is made a member of the 

National Advisory Council of  ANA. 

6. Chairman and secretary attended a 

congress of all chapters' chairman and 

secretary at Ilorin and secured Barrister 

Yusuf Ali's grant of N150 000 for the 

chapter. 

7. Come up with one year work plan for the 

progress of the association

8. Updating the association website 

9. Categorized the books written by the 

chapter members into different classes. 

(Fiction Academic, Poems, Religions etc) 

10. Held series of Exco meetings

11. Designed association letter head, file jackets

12. Gotten addition and members. 

13. Held Barrister Yusuf Ali's sponsored 
st th workshop on “Arts of writing” from 1  - 4

August 2016   
CHALLENGES

1. Lack of fund 

2. Payment of the Chapter secretarial 

rent for 2016 

THE NEW MEMBERS

1. Hajiya Hadiza Alhassan Ibrahim: - 

HOD English F.C.E (T) Gusau 

2. Bashir isah: -  F.C.E (T) Gusau

3. Nura Bala: - Namoda Secondary 

School Kaura Namoda 

4. Sani A. Sabo F.C.E (T) Gusau

5. Umar Jibril Kasuwar Daji: -Public 

Complaint Commission.

6. The provost F.C.E (T) Gusau

7. Honourable  Commissioner Ministry 

of Science 

8. Permanent Secretary Ministry of 

Science 

9. Director Inspectorate Division 

Ministry of Science 

10. Deputy Director Inspectorate 

Division Ministry of Science and 

Technical Education.

11. Hamisu Shayau Director 

Administration State Universal Basic 

Education Board.

The chapter is making progress towards getting 
students membership           
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ANA Exco Activities 
in Picture

Newly elected National Executive Council with Electoral Committee 
members after the declaration of victory and inauguration in Kaduna 
2015.

ANA Exco members in their first official assignment on a courtesy 
call to Senator Shehu Sani in November 2015

ANA National Exco members on a visit to the ANA land in Mpape 
during its inaugural meeting in January, 2016.

Handing over the exchequer from the old Exco to the new at the 
inaugural meeting.

 Handing over the publicity structure too! ANA National Executive Council members on a visit to ANA's 
benefactor Yusuf Ali's (SAN) office in Ilorin in April 2016.
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T
he National Executive Council of the Association of 
Nigerian Authors (ANA) has approved three new 
fellowships for three deserving writers at its 35th 

Anniversary International Convention holding from 
October 27 to 30, 2016 in Abuja.

The lucky awardees are Dr. Wale Okediran, past president 
and member of the ANA National Advisory Council, Prof 
Jerry Anthony Agada, past president and member of the ANA 
National Advisory Council, and late Captain Elechi Amadi- 
post-humous.

The fellowships are to be conferred on them for their 
dedicated service to the association and proven 
contribution to the development of Nigeria.

Also, Justice Mustapha Akanbi Foundation in Ilorin is to be 
installed as an honorary corporate member of the 
association for its support for the activities of the 
association in the past five years.

On his part, Senator Shehu Sani from Kaduna State will be 
installed as a patron of ANA.

The investiture of fellows, honorary corporate members 

and patrons will be done 
at the awards dinner 
holding on October 29, 
2016.

ANA fellowships were 
last conferred in 2006 at 
the association’s 25th 
Convention in Yenagoa, 
B a y e l s a  S t a t e . T h e 
previous fellows included 
late Prof. Chinua Achebe, 
Nobel laureate, Prof 
Wole Soyinka, Prof. J P 
Clark, Mabel Segun, Labo 
Yari, T M Aluko, Prof. Kole 
Omotoso, Prof. Femi 
Osofisan, late Ogoni 
writer Ken Saro Wiwa,  
Odia Ofeimun, Abubakar 
Gimba, Mamman  Jiya 
Vatsa , Formwe president 
Olusegun Obasanjo, late 
Prof.Dora Akunyili and 
Prof. Olu Obafemi.

A Managing Editor, 
Mr Osarobu Igudia, 
of the University of 
Ibadan, has been 
appointed for NWS 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  t o 
henceforth manage 
a l l  a f f a i r s  i n 
connection with the 
Niger ian Writers 
Series and other 

publications of the Association. Mr Igudia is an 
editor with over 20 years of cognate experience in 
book editing and publishing. He worked in 
Literamed Publications (Nig. Ltd.) for many years, 
where he generated several literary series for the 
company. He left in 2006 as  Publishing Manager. 
Mr Igudia also worked as an editor with the 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, 
where he left in 2008 to pick up a lecturing job 
with the University of Ibadan. Igudia has published 

over 15 titles for 
both adults and 
children. One of his 
children’s literary 
works  ha s  won 
ANA/Lantern Prize 
f o r  C h i l d r e n ’s 
L i t e r a t u re ; a n d 
some others have 
been shortlisted for both ANA Awards and NLNG 
Literary Prize for Children’s Literature.

Submissions have been received for the second 
time out of the NWS devoted to children's 
literature.New series editors will soon be 
appointed to look over the submission and 
recommend quality manuscripts for publication at 
the beginning of the second quarter of 2017. The 
new titles under the series are to be used in 
powering ANA's A-Book-A-Child nationwide 
project in 2017.

Managing Editor Appointed 
for ANA Publishers

ANA Approves Fellowships for 
3 Deserving Nigerians
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9TH EDITION OF AFRICAN ARTS 
AND CRAFTS (AFAC) EXPO 2016. 
17th – 29th November, 2016 

National Council
For Arts and Culture (NCAC)
Promoting Culture for Peace and National Development
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